Benzamide derivatives are of great importance owing to their antibacterial properties (Christophe et al., 2009). The title compound is one of the key intermediates in our synthetic investigations of antibacterial drugs.
In the title compound, C 12 H 12 ClN 3 O 5 , the piperidine ring adopts a chair conformation. One of the nitro groups is almost coplanar with the aromatic ring [O-N-C-C = À1.4 (2) ], whereas the other one is significantly twisted out of the ring plane [O-N-C-C = 34.7 (2) ]. The crystal packing is stabilized by intermolecularstacking interactions with centroid-centroid distances of 3.579 (3) Å .
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